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1. Sephardic lllumination

The oldestHebrewmanuscriptsrom Sepharadiberia)datefrom the 12h century,
althoughthefirst illuminatednanuscriptenly emergecroundl1230in Toledo From
thattimeuntil theexpulsiorof theJewdrom Iberia,in thelatel5h centurythereis a
continuougproductionof Hebrewillluminatedoooks

Sephardicmanuscriptsbegan by presentinga type of Islamic decoration(eg.
horseshoerchesatauriquepatterns,interlacedand starry motifs), well suitedto
Jewislaniconism

During the 14th centuryChristianGothic influencebecamereryintenseleadingo a
transformation of SephardicHebrew illuminated manuscripts particularly in
CataloniaDrolleries,Gothic naturalismfigurationand evennarrativamagesappear
INn commemorativenanuscriptef JewislPassovefPesalHaggadqgtandsprawlinto
biblicalmanuscripts

The interactionwith this rich and diverse environmentforged the identity of
Sephardidlumination,creatingunigueartisticsolutionsadaptedo Iits religiousand
culturalspecificities

. -
. 1 \ g
i #
t | &
. 3 -
i A ; o : : s‘
S p - P e " {
3 . o 4 |
i . S G P e - 2 |
"“. P23 AV-‘f - 4 "' - 5 n. oAb - > -..‘u“ ; o J,
= =, . -’-‘;‘;zk Lot G TSR 3 s : PR o
LEe I PTG RiE S RS O e i identi |
]

Cerver@ible, 1299.300. TextCerverdNE Castillg. lllum.: Tudela? (Navarre). LisboBjbliotecaNacionalde Portugal, IL 72, ff. Q0r.

Os maisantigognanuscritofiebraicosle Sefara@gPeninsul#bérica)datamdo século
XIl, emboraso por volta de 1230surjamos primeirosmanuscritosluminadosem

Toledo Desdeessapocaatéa expulsaalosjudeusda Peninsulapo final do seculo
XV, existeaumacontinugproducaalelivrosiluminados

Os manuscritosefarditagomecararpor apresentanmadecoracaade tipo islamico
(ex arcosultrapassadopadroessom atauriquesnotivosde lacaria® estrelashem
adequadaoaniconismg@udaico

Duranteo seculaX1V ainfluénciagdticacristatornousemuito intensaconduzinda

umatransformacadailuminuranebraicgeninsularespecialmentea CatalunhaAs

drolleries 0 naturalismaogotico, a figuracdoe mesmoa narratividadesurgemnos

manuscritoxomemorativosla Pascogudaica(Haggadotde Pesah e alastramaos
manuscritobiblicos

Fol dainteracaa@om esterico e diversificad@ambientegueseforjou aidentidadeala
iluminura sefardita, criando solucdes artisticas originais e adaptadasa sua
especificidadeligiosae cultural
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Detailsfrom an HebrewBible copiedin 1496 mostlikelyin Lisbon The carpetpagesof this manuscripstemfrom exquisiteAndalusian

Detailsfrom anHebrewBible,probablycopiedin Toledoin the lastquarterof the 15" centuryTheselluminationgeveah clearinfluenceof layoutsand micrographialecorativepatternsof the 147@, whichin turn werebasedon 13" centurymanuscriptérom Toledo(comparethis
Late Gothic art, namelyin the layout,colour paletteanddecorativeyrammarThis influenceis alsoevidentin the useof ainitial letterin the Imagewith thosefrom the CerveraBible,aboveandaboveleft). Howeverthis manuscripteinventshattraditionby simplifyingthe basisof
openingof the Genesis ~ E H Héip Latin Biblesjnsteadf the first word(s)of thetext HebrewBible Copiedandilluminatedn Toledo(?), those patterns(usingdrawingsinsteadof micrographigatterns)and by addinggold fillets and colouredfiligree decorationjn line with
¢.147580(?) ParmaBibliotecaPalatinaMS Parmal 994 ff. 14v, 74, 127 decorativepracticesappliedin Hebrewmanuscriptgroducedin Lisbon HebrewBible completedn Lisbon (?)on the 215 of Junel496

eventuallypy thescribelsaadoenlshaiSasonPhiladelphid;reeLibraryof PhiladelphiaylSLewisO 14Q ff. 1v-2r, 4v.



